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LNS NOTES 

Judging from the frequency of telephone 
calls for advance tickets, our benefit 
concert tomorrow night should be a success 
if we don't go crazy in the meantime. As 
for your part of keeping LNS financially 
solid, please do all you can to pay your LNS 
bill this month, and regularly each month 
after. We depend on you. 

In this packet we have an interview 
with Hurricane Carter, and excernts from 
questions about fhe current situation in the 
Middle East, put to three Palestinian Liber- 
ation Organization leaders in New York 
January 20 in their first meeting with 
Americans. We plain to run an article about 
recent events in Lebanon shortly. 

A member of the Iranian Students 
Association called this afternoon to tell 
us that the execution of the ten Iranians 
is scheduled for January 24. See our 
story in packet // 758 for background on 
political repression in Iran. 

So long — 

LNS 


CORRECTION 

This correction goes back to January 14, 
packet it 758. We ran a short on page one about the 
ACLU trying to locate 1,200 members of the class 
action suit around the MayDay Capitol steps 
arrest- But we gave you the wrong phone number to r.r. 
call- The correct number of the National Capitol 
Area ACLU is (202) 638-6263. 


IF YOU ARE MISSING A PAGE OR GET A BADLY PRINTED GRAPHIC, LET US KNOW AND WE'LL SEND YOU ANOTHER SOON 


graphics tc go with the following interview r.j 
a\’ LNS INTERVIEW WITH RUBIN "HURRICANE" CARTER 


Introduction 

ji; the early 1960 's Rubin "Hurricane" Carter was 
rbf- number one contender for the middle weight boxing 
.. r -imp ions hi p He was also an outspoken civil rights ac- 
tivist After police in New York's Harlem brutally beat 
-eve cal black teenagers in April, 1964, Rubin made public 
c t ate meats supporting armed self defense by any people 
harassed by police. 

After two years of continual police harassment, 
Carter, along with a casual friend, John Artis, was 
arresred and charged with the murder of three whites in 
a. Paterson, N,J tavern. Two known fellons with several 
rubbery charges pending against them were the prime wit- 
nesses in the case 


Without the murder weapon ever being dis levered, 
Rubin and John Artis were found guilty by d n all-white 
jury In 1967 they were given triple life sentences in 
pr i s on 

In September, 1974, both Alfred Belle end Arthur 
Biedley -- the two witnesses — admitted they lied during 
the itia± in order to get reduced sentences for them- 
selves But the original trial judge refused to grant 
Carter and Artis a new trial 


Finally, in September, 1975, Governor Brendan Byrne 
appointed black Assemblyman Eldridge Hawkins to investi- 
gate the _ase- Hawkinses report, however, was an attempt 

to l c i r cane 


Carter and Artis on new charges- In the report 
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Two LNS reporters interviewed Rubin Carter in 
Ci.:nton tN-J) State Prison January 19 ~ The ic flowing 
are excerpts from that conversation 

WHAT CHANGES WERE YOU GOING THROUGH IN THE EARLY 
’60s THAT LED TO THE POLITICAL STATEMENTS YOU MADE THAT 
WERE THE REASON FOR YOUR FRAME-UP? 

Jt wasn't just changes I was going through There 
w tt s a world wide problem in the '50s and the 60s that 
eventaaxly led up to what happened to me m 1966, People 
or other countries — Africa, Asia, South Amenta — 
said that they could no longer live under the same sys- 
tem that their mother and rather lived under-. The racist 
sv s terns Being controlled by England, France, Belgium 
and all those other people. Being colonized. Being con- 
trolled by countries who thought nothing should be left 
tor a conquered people except the eyes tor weeping- 
Where their resources would be exploited and they would 
be exploited. And made to 11 ve in degradation and hunger. 
These people said "we will fight for our freedom/ 1 

We know that the economies of all these European 
countries and the U.S- too were based on these other 
countries being colonized- When they finally came to the 
.on.iusion that they would win their freedom -- this 
s.ared these other countries Particularly the US- 

The first Pan-African meeting took pla_e : n 1953. 
This is the very beginning of the rebellions, the be- 
ginning of the fight for freedom in Africa- Seeing people 
m Africa fighting for their freedom scared the U,S. be- 
cause the U-S. had 20 to 30 million peopl e who are from 
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Africa — colonized right here in this country. 

So the U.S. had to project an image out there, 
that the black people in this country were going to 
be treated right® So black people over here wouldn t 
hook up with those black people over there. The de- 
segregated schools. Not in fact, but just in princip 
And the law has always been in effect and never bee 
enforced * 

When you look at the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 
as soon as that was passed, two days later the re- 
bellion, They start killing people. Then you get the 
Voting Rights Bill of 1965. As soon as that happened 
they killed 30-40 people in Watts. Every time this 
country alleged to have passed some kind of rights 
that protect black people, black people die on the 
streets, It's a good thing black people didn't ask 
for *any civil wrongs or they would have annihilated 
us like they did the Indians, 

Now the news media, not all of them but some of 
them, know very well how to paint a picture of somec 
that they don't like in a way so that no one else wi 
like them either. So they made Africans who were fig 
ing for their independence appear to be criminals 
that they were fighting people of that country and 
not people who had invaded their country * So when tl 
news media projected that image it Also carried over 
to black people in this country. 

When all those people were really fighting hare 
the civil rights situation was taking place in this 
country . The U.S, government realized that if black 
people, and the many other disenfranchised people whe 
are the majority of the people in this country, coul 
hook up mentally or intellectually with the revolu- 
tionizing people throughout the world, that this col 
try was in trouble. 

So they took the 1964 Civil Rights Bill and tri 
to use that as a cure for the social ills that were 
plaguing this country. And when the^ people began to 
riot in the streets, the papers painted the people, £ 
vandals, as hoodlums, as criminals. So the majority 
of the people who read the papers felt as though alJ 
black people were criminals and that whatever the 
police did to suppress those insurrections was right 
and proper, 

I was de-niggerized at that time, because this 
country only allows a black person to be an entertaj 
er or a criminal, and I was a prize fighter, therefc 
I was acceptable, as a prize fighter, as an enter- 
tainer- But the moment when I spoke out about people 
about human beings, and said that all people have tl 
right to self protection, particularly if it is for 
political, economic or social reasons, when that waJ 
publicized, well, I wasn't living within the confine 
of an entertainer. 

So they said we can make this guy a criminal 
So the news media began immediately projecting an ii 
age of me that made me a racist, and made me a mad 
dog cop killer. What they did was effectively isola 
me from all people. White people thought I was a ra< 
White people thought I was bent on killing all blue- 
eyed devils. Black people thought I was crazy, I wai 
so isolated from all people until, in 1966, after h, 
rassing me and locking me up fegularly for those t.wi 
years, they finally framed me with this and people 
just said, "well that guy got what he had coining to 
him/ That's why it was so easy for them to do what 
they did to me. They isolated me. 
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WHAT ABOUT THE ROLE OF ASSEMBLYMAN ELDRIDGE HAWKINS 
IN YOUR J3E ? 

Yeah. Now that is the key right there. He is what 
ycu call a Negro opportunist politician. The moment the 
people of the state of New Jersey began to come to grips 
with the fact that a crime was committed and that Carter 
and Artis did not commit that crime, but that that crime 
was being committed against John Artis and Rubin Carter , 
they gave the Governor a mandate telling him to straighten 
this thing out. 

So in September, 1975, Governor Byrne went and got 
a Negro to investigate this . The first time in nine and 
a half years that a black man was allowed to become invol- 
ved in this case in any manner whatsoever. Because so 
much was being revealed — facts about suppression of 
evidence, evidence of deals being made, of Byrne himself 
being a participant, until they said "well if we get this 
Negro to investigate this then the good thinking people 
in this state will feel thatwhatever this man comes out 
with will be the truth. Because he would bend over back- 
wards to insure that these two black men get a fair shake. 

But what they did was get this Negro to do something 
that they could not do themselves. This Negro went out 
there to try to re-frame us. Hawkins was not promoting 
his own program, he was promoting Governor Byrne’s program. 
Hawkins was the puppet and Byrne was the puppeteer. Or 
the people behind Byrne. So whatever Hawkins came out 
with in his statement it was exactly what the politicians 
told him to say, 

NOW HAWKINS IS SAYING THAT ALFRED BELLO HAS RECANTED 
HIS RECANTATION „ 

Ler me get to Bello and then you’ll better understand 
about Hawkins and Byrne. In 1974 when Bello recanted his 
lies which he told in 1966 that insured our conviction, 
Judge Larner, the recantatipns judge, said that he could 
not grant Artis and Carter a new trial because Bello and 
Bradley’s minds were so devious, so criminal and so vic- 
ious that no judge could come to grips with the mental 
gyrations of these immoral minds. So he totally destroy- 
ed the credibility of Bello and Bradley. 

So in September, 1975, when Byrne commissioned 
Hawkins, his lap dog Negro, to investigate this, the first 
thing that Hawkins did was to go back and get another 
statement from Bello giving yet a third version of how 
the crime was committed. 

What Bello said this time was that Carter and Artis 
were not the people who actually walked into the tavern 
and shot all these people, as we were convicted of in 1966, 
and as his testimony said in 1966. But he said it was 
twu- others that shot the people. He was in the tavern 
using a woman as a shield. Now he says when he ran out— 
bide the bar John Artis and Rubin Carter were standing 
outside laughing. You see, this would make us half guilty. 
So Assemblyman Hawkins went and got this third version 
or the crime from Bello. 

Then Hawkins came back in early December and went 
down to Leesburg State Prison, got John Artis out of Lees- 
burg State Prison, took him to his mother and father’s 
house in Paterson, N.J. He sat him down and said, "Rubin 
Carter is getting all the publicity, Rubin Carter is 
writing books, Rubin Carter is writing movies, Rubin 
Carter is doing this and Rubin Carter is doing that. We 
think you’ve been shafted John Artis. So if you will 
give us a statement incriminating Rubin Carter we guar- 
antee to get you home before Xmas." 

Of course John would not accept that, he wouldn’t 
go lor it- He exposed their criminality. Then Hawkins 


gave his report to Byrne. Now that gave Byrne an ou 
Because Byrne was supposed to be studying up on giv 
ing us executive clemency before Xmas. This gave 
Byrne an out so he didn’t have to act. And that is 
actly what his lap dog Negro was brought into this 
whole affair to do. 

WHEN DID YOU AND JOHN WITHDRAW YOUR PETITION 
FOR A PARDON? 

Right after Hawkins offered his deal to Artis 
in early December. When the Governor asked us to 
submit petitions of clemency, I did so very relucta: 
ly because I don’t want no pardon. I don’t want any 
one to release me, pat me on the back and say, You 
been a good boy.” You’ve been rehabilitated." I ve 
never been debilitated. I committed no crime 0 The 
crime is being committed against me. 

But because this man asked me to submit a pe- 
tition of clemency, I did so thinking the man was a 
to do the right thing. I sat down in front of a pa- 
role board and talked and they questioned me about 
my personal life that had nothing to do with this 
conviction. But then I find out this man was out 
there trying to reframe us again. So I withdrew the 
petition because the man is a snake. 

WASN’T BYRNE, WHEN HE WAS A PROSECUTOR, INVOL- 
VED IN HELPING ARTHUR BRADLEY GET CONCURRENT SEN- 
TENCES? 

That’s right. The whole thing was a political 
syndicate. In 1966 the Governor of New Jersey was 
Richard Hughes. The prosecutor of Essex County at 
that time was Brendan Byrne. And when no Pa&saic Co 
ty judge would touch this case because of the deals 
because of the lies, because of the rewards offered 
these two criminals to come in and tell lies again 
us , Richard Hughes then appointed a lawyer from 
Essex County, the same county that Byrne was prose- 
cutor in, and shipped them into Passaic’ County to 
try Our case as his first criminal trial. This man 
was Judge Samuel Larner. 

Larner came into Passaic and by acting as pros 
ecutor from the bench, which he surely did, he insu 
ed our conviction. Then they moved him back to Esse 
County and put him in civil law because he didn’t 
have enough experience as a criminal judge. Because 
he didn’t get us electrocuted. 

So prosecutor Byrne went to other judges and g 
concurrent sentences for all the criminal charges 
against Bello and Bradley in five different countie 
They were known as the motel bandits. They had nine 
or ten armed robberies on them. Well, in 1974, when 
these two guys recanted we had to go back in front 
of the same judge who tried the case, which was 
Lamer. And the former Governor, Richard Hughes, is 
now Chief Justice of the New Jersey State Supreme 
Court. And the former prosecutor of Essex County, 
Brendan Byrne, is now the governor of the state. 

So these three people who created this monstei 
in 1966 are still in control of this monster in 
1976. So anytime there has been any investigation 
or hearing these three people have had control of i 
They are investigating themselves. And there is no 
way in the world that they are going to admit in 
1976 that they were wrong in 1966. 

WHAT DO YOU THINK THE CHANCES ARE THAT YOU WII 
GET A NEW TRIAL? 

The only thing that gives me any kind of ray < 
hope is the fact thatnone of the other six judges < 

January 24, 1976 


PAGE 


LIBERATION News Service 


(#761) 


more 


; i. . Cou;; .vtre on the court m 1969 when the r 

r L . d cur t.nviction This is an entirely new 
i- i the justices I happen to know c f personally. 
v_ ti tit was the commissioner ot ins tit uticns and A- 

n „ ' - L- ^ tew years ago and to my way ot thinking, he is 
a reasonable person I look for him tc be reasonable * 
iot the other justices,! have no knowledge of theme 

But i have no confidence in the .oun system of the 
state j i New Jersey, or for the court system in this 
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YOU HAVE BEEN IN PRISON ABOUT NINE YEARS NOW. HAS 
YOUR UNDERS LANDING OF YOUR CASE DEVELOPED IN THIS TIME? 

; hate not developed an awareness ot racism or econ- 
< [T,. v= . politics since being in prisor - I have always 
brtj; aWait oi that- Racism I am very w-xx educated in. 
i h w,- a bachelors degree in the streets af oppression. I 
have a iticiS ts i s degree m man’s inhumanity to man, And a 
P’n D in prison brutality I f /e been ewaie or that all 
my n it Some people control us ana think that people 
sheuid be treated difterent because ui -'oior- So I have 
ri u [ became aware of what racism is in prison, 1 know 
what {a.nm is beyond these prisons. 

WHILE BLACK PEOPLE MAKE UP A DISPROPORTIONATE PER- 
CENTAGE OF PRISON POPULATIONS, IT SEEMS THAT A SAFE STATE- 

MEN I ro make about all prisons is that almost all inmates 
are poor 

Absolutely Let me tell you someth: ng , If for any 
[Ctl h:n whatsoever anyone has to go through legal litiga- 
tion, they have to hire a lawyer to interpret what their 
iighco are They, have to pay an astronomical fee in order 
u-; this person to tell them what their rights are. And 
then when they get into a so-called wourt of law they 
w.. aid realise that this attorney and the prosecutor and 
tlu judge ace speaking a whole di fie rent xanguage than 
w la. anyone else is s p e ak 1 n g Particularly a different 


language item the disenfranchised pe_pxe 


It we Look at our ponti ai system we would see that 
we have a High concentration ai lawyers m government. So 
\v- base people controlling the system wb talk a different 
i .a- garage ill in we do- So how can the system be for us if 
ui- at c not talking the same language.' So justice in this 
w ui; i [ y .. ames very hard. Someone on_e said that justice 
xii Mi ib ^oniiy means just us, poor and black people. 

1 h n t is why in my opinion they always keep madame justice 
h 11 nc! loaded , because madame justice has dollar signs 
i .i t v t- b a 1 x 5 That is why poor people are in jail, for 
.la k a i .old hard cash 

WHAI ABOUT YOUR EXPERIENCES IN PRISON* I IMAGINE 
I ha r BEFORE PUBLIC ATTENTION WAS CALLED TO YOUR CASE IT 
Was EASIER FOR PRISON OFFICIALS TO HaRaSS YOU. 

Yes, but it hasn’t changed me I knew I was not 
1 u i i. > v. i t his a rime When I came to this prison system 
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I said T I will obey your prison rules if your prison 
rules do not conflict with my views of humanity,. But 
I will not war prison clothing, I will not perform an 
prison j obs . f 

S 0 I didn’t cooperate with the prison system eve 
before people knew what was going on in my case 0 But 
that meant thatl was held deep down under the deepest 
bowels of the prison. I have been subjected to a lot 
of foolishness. Living in one cell, being carted away 
from one prison to another in the middle of thenmight 
at gun point. These are things that all prisoners are 
exposed to. 

WHAT HAVE YOU BEEN DOING ABOUT YOUR SITUATION 
WHILE IN PRISON? 

This place trains you so you can exist only unde 
this type of regimentation. I knew that I had to figh 
this, that I had to continue to grow and that I had 
to somehow bring my case to the attention of people 0 
knew that there afce many correct thinking people out 
there in society and I knew that if they knew the de- 
tails of this case they would move to do something 
about it. So I had to figure out how to get these peo 
aware . 

I realized that if I was going to expect others 
to help me I would have to have it together myself 0 
He that knows why will always master he that knows he 
Once I can show the !Swhy”, once I can show that the 
very same crime committed against me is also being cc 
raitted against you, and by the very same people who 
are committing the crime against me, then maybe we ce 
get together and stop all this foolishness. Then mayb 
we can change this system from being geared to death 
and dying to what it ought to be geared for, life anc 
living. 

WELL WHAT THE ~ PRISON SYSTEM IS SET UP TO DO IS 
TAKE THAT SELF RESPECT AWAY FROM YOU. 

Yes, and it does succeed in taking people’s self 
respect from them, their humanity. It also succeeds 
in doing another thing while in the process of doing 
that. It succeeds in manufacturing criminals. It suc- 
ceeds in breeding criminals like it was a big mother 
alligator in the swamp. I think society ought to lool 
at the prison system throughout this country e Prisons 
are there allegedly to protect society. But the prise 
takes people in and debilitates them and then turns 
them lose on society to create more vicious crimes 
than what thef did when they went in. The society wh: 
supports the prison with its tax dollars should put 
a stop to this. 

DO YOU THINK THAT THE PUBLIC IS BECOMING MORE A- 
WARE OF THE NATURE OF PRISONS? 

I think so. But the public has been so suppress* 
by those few people who are in power — that they 
feel powerless to change things. They feel too power- 
less to change their own society. I think that peopl* 
are not only looking, at the prison system but at 
every system in the society. 

If we all come together we can do it. The fact 
that you’re white and I’m black, we had no choice 
in that matter. For that to separate us as human 
beings, I think that that is insanity. If we can com< 
together against those people who are trying to keep 
us apart — for as long as we are fighting each 
other those people will remain in power. 

If we get together I’mvsure that we can do it 
and people are finally coming to grips with that. 

— 30— 


PamL J 


(#761) 


January 24, 1976 


more . , 


[Nbte to editors: This-is the second part of a two-part 
article providing valuable background on the war in 
Angola. The first part appeared in packet #760. We have 
not bothered to re-explain references to events, groups, 
and personalities which you might not be familiar ' with, 
because of length. These references are explained in 
the first part and the following should be read with 
that in mind.] 

LUANDA IS MADRID: THE FIGHT FOR ANGOLA 
Part II 

by Immanuel Wallerstein 

{Editor's note: The following, first published in 
a recent issue of The Nation , is the '-last of a two part 
article detailing the history of the development of 
the nationalist movements in the former P ortuguese colony 
of Angola. It has been edited slightly for length and 
clarity by Liberation News Service . 

Immanuel Wallerstein is a former president of the 
African Studies Association , and has been a close ob- 
server for fifteen years of developments in Angola .) 

The MPLA was patiently restructured and rebuilt by 
Agostinho Neto. It prospered from two changes in African 
government. Congo-Brazzaville {the former French Congo] 
had a coup in July, 1963, which brought to power a regime 
sympathetic to MPLA, which thereupon established its head- 
quarters there. This was particularly useful since Congo- 
Brazzaville bordered on Cabinda, an Angolan enclave se- 
parate from the main territory of the country, and 
giving MPLA access to at least a part of Angola. 

In 1964 when Zambia became independent, its gov- 
ernment whose country bordered the eastern edge of Angola, 
was also willing to let MPLA operate from its territory. 

Just as the basis for a future military revival was 
opening up for the MPLA, the GRAE suffered a crucial set^ 
back. In Congo (Zaire) there was a short period beginning 
in 1964 when Moise Tshombe was Prime Minister. Tshombe, 
who had received support from the Portuguese in the days 
ot Katangan secession, returned the favor by closing the 
irontier to the UP A- FN LA- GRAE . At that point, the latter 
rapidly collapsed militarily, never to revive again sig- 
nificantly in the period before the Portuguese coup. 

As if to jump off a sinking ship, the "Foreign Min- 
ister" of the GRAE, Jonas Savimbi, resigned dramatically 
at an OAU meeting in Cairo in July, 1964. Savimbi pub- 
licly accused Holden Roberto, president of the GRAE, of 
acting as an agent of the Americans. 

Soon thereafter, the OAU withdrew its "exclusive 
recognition" of the GRAE, and agreed to restore the MPLA 
to equal status as a legitimate national liberation move- 
ment meriting support. Individual governments then began 
to withdraw recognition of the GRAE until, by 1971, the 
OAU would no longer even tolerate the label, and Roberto 
had to return to the earlier "nongovernmental" initials 
of FNLA. 

Anti-Communist Savimbi 

Who and what was Savimbi? He had been a student in 
Switzerland when the wars began in 1961. Holden Roberto, 
looking for some way to overcome the reputation of UPA- 
FNLA as tribally based and without intellectual support, 
discovered Savimbi and his friends and saw in them two 
advantages . 

They were Ovimbundu, that is, tribesmen from the 
south of Angola; and they were "intellectuals," but had 
not been exposed to the "Marxis t"-inf ested atmosphere 
of Portuguese universities. Rather, they were anti-Com- 
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munists, trained in religious missions. 

Roberto offered Savimbi the post of Foreign Mil 
is ter and that was one more factor making possible 
the ephemeral triumph of 1963. Where did Savimbi go 
once he quit the GRAE? Wtthin a year he had created 
a third movement, the Uniao Nacional para a Indepen- 
dencia Total de Angola (UNITA) . 

In general, 1965-66 was a bad year for Africa. 
Nkrumah (in Ghana) and Ben Bella (in Algeria) were 
overthrown. So was the Nigerian government, a coup 
which led eventually to a civil war and placed 
Africa's largest country "outside the struggle." 

Mobutu consolidated the anti-revolutionary re- 
gime of Zaire. Elsewhere in the world, the U.S. in- 
vaded Santo Domingo, the generals took over in Indo- 
nesia {in a bloodthirsty coup], and the Americans 
began their massive participation in Vietnam. 

In Africa, progressive forces seemed very much 
on the defensive, and the Portuguese looked forward 
to the end of an unpleasant interlude in their 500 
years of imperial.llus ter and thirty-odd years of coi 
poratist tranquility. In 1965, with three different 
movements in Angola, and none of them engaged in mu< 
activity, the Portuguese seemed to be in good shape 

What Lisbon had not counted on was the tenacit; 
of three allied, anti-Portuguese movements: in Ango. 
the MPLA; in Mozambique, the FRELIMO ; and in Guinea- 
Bissau, the PAIGC . As it turned out, all three move- 
ments conducted a steady campaign on three distinct 
fronts — political, diplomatic, and military — 
that led to control of more and more territory by a. 
three movements, and to more and more support abroa< 
until their combined strength so strained Portuguese 
moral and economic resources that the captains re- 
volted in 1974. 

Spared No Effort 

In this period, 1965-1974, the Portuguese spar< 
no effort to wipe out the movements. And they recei 
ed ample military assistance from both the U.S. and 
other Western powers on the one hand, and from Soutl 
Africa on the other. 

They tried to split movements and assassinate 
leaders. In the case of Mozambique, and Guinea-Biss, 
they succeeded in killing the leaders, Eduardo Mond 
lane and Amilcar Cabral, but despite this, the move 
ments in those two colonies held together. 

In Angola, as always, the situation was more 
complex. The FNLA built up its army in Zaire under 
the protection of Mobutu, but left the Portuguese 
in Angola largely untouched. 

UNITA followed every available wind. For a whi 
it talked an ultra-Maoist language, then a Black Po 
line (which seduced a few black Americans) , and all 
the while it "organized" peacefully in its southern 
ethnic base with the complicity (as it was learned 
after the Portuguese coup) of the Portuguese armed 
forces . 

During this period, the MPLA alone fought a 
continuous guerrilla action, alone sought to be a 
national rather than a regional movement, and alone 
resisted the temptations of anti-white racism, in- 
sisting always on political criteria for identifyin 
friends and foes. It did not, however, have an easy 
time . 

The fact that the Zaire border was always clos 
.) January 24, 1976 more... 


to the MPLA and that the Zambian border lay astride open, 
semi-arid plains several hundred miles deep meant that 
tne _ j g: s ti cal problems of the MPLA were enormous and 
i ,-d‘ - a d the intensification of guerrilla activity- MPLA 
was never able to achieve the degree of relative military 
success of FRELIMO or the PAIGC . 

This accounts for the fact that in December, 1972, 
when the FNLA was at a political, diplomatic and military 
low point, the MPLA was willing to enter into a never-to- 
be-i mplemented unity pact with it. The MPLA hoped, in 
vain as it turned out, that the pact would open the Zaire 
frontier for its men and arms. The only one who gained 
from the pact was Holden Roberto, to whom it gave renewed 
legitimacy. 

The Portuguese again tried their assassination tac- 
tic, but this time the leader (Neto) escaped. But they 
did succeed in splitting the movement, in the form even- 
lUciliy of the breakaway of a faction headed by Daniel 
Chipenda, who commanded strength in the southern part of 
the country. Like Savimbi before him, Chipenda wandered 
I r om camp to camp, and ideological position to ideological 
position, until today he has joined the FNLA as its 
Secretary-General, although still holding his forces geo- 
graphically and military separate from the rest of the 
FNLA. 

The assassination attempt on Neto and the schism 
with Chipenda occurred just before the April, 1974 Portu- 
guese coup. Once again, at a critical turning point (as 
in 1963) , the MPLA was split internally. Once again it 
washed dirty linen in public. Once again, by the strength 
and stubbornness of Agostinho Neto (both his virtue and 
his weakness), the MPLA regrouped forces and pulled 
th rough . 

The struggle however was far from over. Indeed with 
<jio Portuguese coup ("Our victory," cried Neto in Montreal 
where he was on the day it happened), the struggle became 
more acute, the ideological options became clearer, and 
the tear of an MPLA victory by the Zaire, South African 
and American governments more intense. 

The Present Situation 

As with the Congo crisis of 1960-64, it is not to 
tiio point to review in detail the politico-military man - 
< uvfe i s in Angola since April 25, 1974, but rather to 
summarize the broad lines up to the present. 

The three main Angolan groups (or three and a half, 
u one adds the Chipenda forces) have distributed them- 
selves dc facte in different geographical areas: FNLA 
•n their northern Bakongo bastion near the Zaire border; 
UNI FA, and the Chipenda forces in Ovimbundu areas in the 
- ' u t h ; and MPLA in the capital, Luanda, as well as a 
iuoad central belt running across the country, plus the 
i m lave of Cabinda. 

The successive Portuguese governments have been in- 
urtidlly split over Angola. The result has been waffling 
wriji, as time went on and the Portuguese governments 
shipped to the right, became a neutrality that hurt MPLA 
m ie than it did the others. 

The South African government, immediately following 
lie Portuguese coup, played the game of so-called detente 
in southern Africa with great flexibility, thus prevent- 
ing any immediate domino effect. As the day of Angolan 
independence came nearer, they moved more and more openly 
c -_he support of the two "southern" anti-MPLA forces, 

UN i Fa and the Chipenda forces (technically now FNLA), by 
--ending in arms, mercenaries and even troops. 

Zaire and the U.S. have been openly supporting FNLA 
wilIi arms and money, and in the case of Zaire, probably 


men. Zaire has also tried to promote a secessionist 
movement in Cabinda (called FLEC) . 

Unreserved Support 

MPLA has received unreserved support from the 
governments of the four other independent African 
states which were formerly Portuguese colonies: Moz<a 
bique, Guinea-Bissau, Cape Verde Islands, and Sao 
Tome e Principe. Mozambique has sent some troops to 
help. Samora Machel, president of Mozambique, has 
stated unambiguously: 

In Angola there are two parties in conflict : on 
the one side, imperialism, with its allies and its 
puppets ; on the other side, the progressive, popular 
forces who support the HP LA. That's the whole story 
It is not Spinola , Holden, Savimbi or anyone else 
who matter to us. They are only instruments of im- 
perialism. It is imperialism that is the danger and 
the true menace. (Interview in Afrique-Asie , 10/20, 7 

MPLA has also had strong support from progress i 
A frican states, such as Congo-Brazzaville , Guinea 
(Conakry), Algeria, Tanzania (after a moment of 
hesitation), and (a bit unexpectedly) Nigeria. 

MPLA has received very strong material assistan 
from the USSR. It should be noted that this support 
was not always unreserved, but that it is at present 
considerable. MPLA also has had strong support in 
arms and material from Yugoslavia and Cuba, and the 
latter has also sent men. And from Vietnam: the pla: 
of honor at the independence celebrations in Luanda 
was given to the representative of South Vietnam- 

The Chinese seem to have adopted that old sioga 
of John Foster Dulles: if the USSR supports a move- 
ment, it can’t be any good. The Chinese ambivalence 
about MPLA has a long history. In 1963 they welcomed 
to Peking the leader of a small breakaway faction 
of MPLA. Then in 1964 Chou En-lai invited Holden 
Roberto to visit. (Roberto didn’t go because Tshombe 
then in power in Leopoldville, warned him that if he 
did he would never be allowed back in the Congo-) 

The Chinese played footsie with UNITA for sever 
years. In between, from time to time, under the pres 
sure of progressive forces around the world (includ- 
ing of course FRELIMO and PAIGC who had , however , 
their own difficulties with them) , the Chinese acted 
in a more friendly fashion toward MPLA. 

Then in 1973 they entered into an agreement wit 
FNLA to train their soldiers. When MPLA protested, t 
Chinese offered a stance of neutrality vis-a-vis ail 
three movements, which MPLA rejected as unacceptable 

On November 11, 1975, the date when the Portu- 
guese had agreed Angola would become independent, 
the MPLA pronounced the establishment of the People’ 
Republic of Angola. On the same day, FNLA and UNlTA 
agreed on a last-minute coalition counter government 
with temporary headquarters in Huambo in the south, 
a region under UNITA control. 

As of December, some thirty governments had 
recognized the MPLA government. No one had formally 
recognized the counter regime. But de facto, it has 
very active support from the trio that have consis- 
tently opposed MPLA: Zaire, South Africa, and the 
U.S. China is in a most uncomfortable position, whi: 
it finds difficult to explain to forces sympathetic 
to it around the world. 

[Continued on page 8 ] 
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UFW TAKES LEAD IN IMPERIAL VALLEY ELEC1I0NS; 

GROWERS MAKE LEGISLATIVE MOVES TO SABOTAGE ELECTION LAW 

by Bob Barber 

OAKLAND, CA. (LNS) — The United Farm Workers 
Union has taken a commanding lead over ite Teamsters 
Union in the early farm labor voting in it 2 Imperial 
Valley along the California-Mexico border , 

As of January 9 , UFW figures show that t re- 
union has won 10 elections representing 1,600 w. r k e 
and the Teamsters have won three, representing ->->0 
workers. Most of the biggest elections in che area 
are yet to come, at such companies as Bruce Church, 
Jackson Enterprises, Abatti Produce and the Garin 
Company . 

At the same time, the Imperial Valley growers 
are spearheading a statewide grower efiort to prevent 
further funding of the state Agricultural Labor 
Relations Board (ALRB) until a series of drasti: 
changes are made in the election procedure. Cur rent- 
appropriations for the ALRB expire at the end oi 
January, and if no new money is appropriated by the 
state legislature, the election process will step 
cold . 

The Imperial Valley 

Nowhere else in the state of Cali fernis i=> the 
contrast between the wealth and power of the growers 
and the poverty and powerlessness of the woitcfer.- mote, 
evident than in the Imperial Valley. Farms in. tie 
Valley produce more than $300 million worth oi jet- 
tuce, asparagus and other row crop vegetables J.n. 
a short winter growing season. 

Across the border in Mexicali, where muct. u 
the workers live, life in the coToYiio.B - b ch at -e res - 
ized by dusty, streets lined with wood shacks which 
have no running water and often no electricity- 

The labor contractor system is highly de,-Ky::c 
in this area. Every morning beginning at 2 a -it. 
workers stream across the border on thei*. temp e « / 
work visas ("green cards") to seek work rh.-: 

140 or so contractors who procure labor i-.u gt ovv.: \-: 
located as far as 100 miles away. Competition i-:r 
scarce jobs brings the workers across m id early 
even though the contractors* buses don't h*a\c 
until 4 or 5 a.m. By 7 the area is quiet again, c.:-. 
those who failed to find a job for the day have nit- 
appeared back into Mexicali. 

One such labor contractor bus careened oil the 
road and into a ditch two years ago thi=* mouth : 
killing 19 lettuce workers in what has became K. cv.n 
as the "Blythe Bus Massacre." On January 13 the UL-'W 
held a memorial mass for the workers killed and in- 
jured in that accident, which has become a symcoi 
of the disregard for the rights and safety oi worker s 
by the growers. 

(In the aftermath of that accident, Gallic cu i*. 
passed a state law requiring for the fii-t tumo 
safety inspections on farm labor vehicles., A Cal no - 
nia Highway Patrol spokesperson said thio week what 
the first year*s inspections covered 2,40c bus is and 
trucks around the state and found a total ci J. -hi 34 
safety violations, or an average of 5-6 per vehicle .. ) 

UFW Organizing in the Valle y 

In the midst of all this the UFW hcaS bui-,. a 
strong base in Mexicali and Calexico ovti the 


five years.- in February of 1974, the union demons tr 
ted its strength by shutting down the entire Valley 
with a one- day general work stoppage, followed by 
a week- 1 erg strike by about 1,000 asparagus cutters 
Frequent strikes by melon cutters have also been 
a characteristic ci the union f s organizing in the 
area • 

With the : casing of the elections to the Valle, 
the UFW b=.= launched a two-state organizing campai 6 
focusing not m.iy cn the Calexico area in the Imp-. 
Valley, hut • ; ..n the southwestern corner of 

Arizona aiouud San Luis and Yuma. Many of the letc .• 
companies iv;- land in both areas and workers are 
constantly shifting back and forth. Thus far, acc . r 
ing to organizers' reports, the union is making imp 
cant headway., especially among workers who in the. 
summer's organizing campaign in Salinas and Santa 
Maria last year, were either mildly pro-UFW or 
else pro- Teams t- . - 

i ue Growers - \ -Lumoter Moves & Legislative Tr i 

The growers m general are taking a pro-Teams. 
approach „ Mast have held Teamster contracts since 
1970, and the manager of the Imperial Valley Vege- 
table Growers'' Association stated recently that 
"the growers w._.„id rather lose to the Teamsters,., 
they are and much more professional in dea 

ing with the gi.ftis. Ihe UFW is a social effort, 
nothing more.’' 

Some g • however , have tried to establish 
aa "independent" wnk-:rs organization called the 
Southern Coinn.ud Growers' Foundation to provide 
certain b-oe. ; & nd wage guarantees to the worker -i 
The program is nn by Tony Mendez, who once organ: 
for the UFW ia the mid-1960's, and then worked r . 
the Teamster IU : a while before joining the grower 

Leg i - :he Imperial Valley growers 

have initia.-d ... n to include the labor contrac- 
tors in the J<- i ira lien of employer in the election 
.Law itself, a to ve would insulate the growers 

from dir- ; r di ; i w ? th the workers and the UFW 
just as the I t. cr actor system has always done 

Local : . : .n:. tractors have already started 

their own . rgam aati on called the "Agricultural 
Workers cl Am : h a" and have demanded the right c- 
be considered employers under the law. 

Other .. t:a,ge,- in the law demanded by the grown 
include the abolition of the so-called 'access rule 
which pet mi !. - union organizers on private property , 
and instituti oi a rule to prevent migrant workti 
from voting it more than one election anywhere in 
the state . 

The Wee',- in Growers Association has also call-.- 
for a change that would allow farmers to trigger 
the elec ci. ..a c r ^ .. ess cn their ranch by signing up 
workers on & "r ;n -union" petition. The goal of thj - 
move is Lo gt -c the growers a means of jumping the 
gun on the- by having an election before uni' 

organizers : an re^ch the workers on ranches all 
over the tun * 

It is aruiMiy chat any of these changes will 
implemented by rha legislature. However, in order t 
stop the changes ard continue the funding for the 
ALRB, tht UFw wj;.i have another major legislative 
fight on .its hands in the coming months. 

—30— 
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1 _0 LEADERS ADDRESS NEW YORK CITY AUDIENCE 

YEW YORK* (LNS)' — For the first time, high level 
edict s of the Palestine Liberation Organization 
me r with Americans m the United States to discuss 
i s sue s in the Middle East. Six hundred Americans 
attended the meeting in New York City on January 
A; with three leaders of the PLO who are in the 
United States for the United Natibns Security Coun- 
1 , debate on Palestine. 

A lively question and answer period followed 
da int r oduv. tory statement 1 by Shafik al Hout, the 
V c J representative in Lebanon. Al Hout explained 
that the PLO came to the UN to assert its presence 
on an interna timal level, which had "been absent 
tor lb years. 

Responding to a statement Gold a Meir once made 
— * "Palestinians? What Palestinians? There are no 
P j! e s 1 1 nians7 si Hout asserted, 'Here are the 
ghosts, the Palestinian people who do not exist, 
h*rt.- are their representatives’" in the United Na- 
t ions . 

Several questions focussed on the bloody 
fighting that has been taking place in Lebanon 
whtr-r Ah 0.000 Palestinians live, since they were 
turned into exile with the establishment of Isr ael - 
Yasser Ab-d Rabbo, head of the PLO’s Department 
of Information answered, "It's not the Moslems 
og j \ ns t the > hr i sti ans * it’s the Lebanese er- 
p‘i t.-d lass against the 47 0 (the lebanese ruling 
lass). , * who are by chan e mostly of one religion* 
Hr Lted examples in the past week of the Christian 
nr my and I ha 1 a ngists massa r ing a poor district 
or b c nut dnd a nr L stian Palestinian refugee 
a nip , 


1 Several of the speakers emphasized the PL0 T s 
goal of establ Lshingr a democratic, secular state 
in ‘Palestine in which Moslems, Christians and Jews 
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Shafik ■! Hout , intrpuctory remarks ; 

* .We aive a national liberation movement* The 
PLO Is the framework for ail the (Palestinian) 
political groups, the representatives of our peo- 
ple from syndicates, students, professional 
unions* Under exile and occupation. . .we are the 
sole legitimate representatives of our people. 


You might wonder what >ie are doing in the 
United Nations. . .Are we expecting a resolution that 
would open the way back to Palestine? And to have 
a secular, democratic state established? No c But 
we believe that our absence on the irternational 
level, for the last 25 years, has enabled the 
Zionists to distort the image of the Palestinian 
people . 

We are here just to tell the international 
Zionists to uncover their first lie (that the Pal™ 
estinians do not ex ist). Here are the ghosts, 
the Palestinians who did not exist. Here are 
their representatives, proving that the Palestinian 
people are here.... 

HOW IS THE PALESTINIAN REVOLUTION AFFECTED BY 
PETROLEUM POLITICS? 

Y asser Abed Rabbo : Well, we always say that the 
Uni'ted States policy in the Middle East is directed 
towards two main things beginning with the letter 
"P" ~ petroleum and Palestine. The imperialist 
powers all over the world are interested at the 
present time in controlling the region completely 
so as to preserve the oil interests in the area, on 
the one hand, and to liquidate the national liber- 
ation movement, the progressive forces, on the 
other hand, which might threaten those interests in 
our region. 

The imperialists had believed for many years 
that Israel would be one of the bases, to preserve 
their interests in the area. The imperialist strug- 
gle against us is a policy to preserve this base, 
this police role taken by Israel against the Pales- 
tinian people and against all the Arab people© 

This is the connection between our struggle 
on one hand and the struggle of all the Arab masses 
all over the region, for national liberation, for 
democracy, for progress, against the imperialist 
interests in the areav against the regimes which 
are connected with the^U.S. 

CAN YOU ELABORATE ON THE STAND TAKEN 1 BY SOME OF 
THE REACTIONARY REGIMES? 

Shafik al Hout : We (the PLO) have differences for 
sure. If we didn’t bhave our differences with mayb 
80% of the Arab regimes, we wouldn’t have been 
slaughtered in 1970 (by the rfegime of King Hussein 
of Jordon) and we wouldn’t have been suffering for 
ten months of a bloody fight in Lebanon. Ten 
thousand people have been killed so far in Lebanon 
and I haven’t seen a single demonstration in the 
Arab states. There is Arab silence. And there 
is more than that — there is a kind of secret 
collaboration with the right. 

WHAT IS THE NATURE OF THE CONFLICT IN LEBANON? WHAT 
IS THE RELATION BETWEEN THE LEBANESE PATRIOTIC 
MOVEMENT AND THE PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGANIZATION? 

Yasser Abed Rabbo : The mass media in the U.S. had 
tried to show that the struggle in Lebanon is be- 
tween Moslems and Christians. This is the same 
game that the ruling class inside Lebanon has 
played for many years — to use this religious 
difference to cover the exploitation by their 
47o of the population who are by chance mostly of 
one religion... 
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The majority of the masses inside Lebanon are 
Mo s '. .-ms , but there are also several Christian min~ 
r uies who are exploited as well*** 

Now in Lebanon, there are actions being 
taken against the poor Lebanese. For example, 
last week they (the Phalangists) smashed one of 
the districts of Beirut, 907o of which is inhabited 
by Lebanese poor people. Bulldozers came after 
the army and the fascists (Phalangis ts ) , to smash 
the whole district completely, to kill all the 
young men, whether they were armed or not, and 
to push their families outside on the streets. 

Shafik al Hout : Had it really been a sectarian 
war, then the Phalangists missed the point 
when they massacred the Dbaiye refugee camp 
(on January 12), which happens to be inhabited 
by Christian refugees of Palestine. So how could 
they be waging a ^sectarian war and at the same 
time massacring people that believe in the same 
faith? 

The most important dimension of what’s taking 
pia.e in Lebanon is the growth of Israeli and 
. LA involvement. In an effort to distort the 
image of the Palestinians, they are now waging 
a war against our strategy of having a secular 
society in the future in Palestine. They made 
it so everybody will raise the question ’if you 
Moslems and Christians are not able to live to- 
gether (in Lebanon), how can you raise such a 
goal (for Palestine)’? I’m sure in three years’ 
time, that Time Magazine and Newsweek and the New 
York Times will uncover the role of the CIA and Is- 
raeli agents in this war in Lebanon. 

,\N YOU DISCUSS THE STRUGGLE OF THE PALESTINIANS IN 
THE V/EST BANK (occupied by Israel in the 1967 war) 
AND REPRESSION BY THE ISRAELI AUTHORITIES? 

Basil Aql According to a report (by a UN investi- 
gation committee), Israelis established 32 new set- 
tlements in the occupied territories in 1975. The 
total number of settlements, kibbutzim, established 
by the Israeli authorities since 1967 amounts to 
6/- We say this is not the behavior of a state 
genuinely and sincerely interested in peace. 

Other examples ihclude the forceful expulsion 
of politically active Palestinian elements under oc- 
upation, and the systematic destruction of the 
Arab character of the occupied territories. They 
also try to halt the development of our youth, and 
desecrate the religions places within the occupied 
territories. 


ANGOLA, continued from page 5...._>_ 

The Future 

What may we expect in the near future? The civi 
war promises to be long. Zairois forces plus South 
African mercenaries are clearly insufficient to des- 
troy MPLA, given the arms it is now receiving from 
various friends. The great unknown is whether or not 
the U.S. will intervene more directly a la Vietnam, 
It is not impossible, despite the real counter pres- 
sure that is coming from within America after 

Vietnam, Watergate and CIA revelations. 

Kissinger is saying these days, with shameless 
hypocrisy, that any intervention would only be a re 
ponse to Soviet actions. The fact is that the U.S. 
has been intervening in Angola and Zaire since 1960 
— continuously, flagrantly and neve? on the side of 
progressive forces . 

Angola might have been independent ten years ag 
and under an MPLA government, were it not for U.S- 
support of the Portuguese, of Holden Roberto, of 
Mobutu against anyone who threatened the structures 
of dominance in southern Africa. 

Let those who find moral solace in self-decepti 
remain neutral. The Basque nationaoists who were ban 
ed in Spain in October, 1975, over the protests of 
European social democrats and the pleas of Pope Pau 
should be on the consciences of those who preached 
nonintervention in Spain while Franco s Fascists 
marched on Madrid and Hitler’s Luftwaffe strafed 
Guernica. Luanda is Madrid. And the moment to choose 
is now, 

Luanda is Madrid, but 1975 is not 1936 . There i 
a good side to South Africa’s invasion, the malice 
of Mobutu and the machinations of Kissinger. The 
Angolan war will ignite a hinterland that has been 
dormant too long. The legacy of Lumumba, in far more 
sophisticated and explicit ideological armor, will 
now rise from the cinders of Mobutu’s scorched earth 

The South African revolution will see its long- 
awaited explosion. South Africa’s adventures abroad 
will turn against it exactly as did those of Portuga 
in Angola, the U.S. in Vietnam, and France in Algeri 

The solidarity of the whites will become brittl 
while the solidarity of the oppressed will become 
more firm. In 200 years of worldwide revolt against: 
the capitalist world system, the left has made count 
less errors and engaged in terrible misadventures 
But it has at least learned from them. Whereas the 
right declines, it becomes both more brutal and more 
stupid . 


yasser Abed Rabbo: I may add that there is a Pales- 
tinian National Front which was formed in 1973 and 
includes all political parties and groups within 
the occupied territories, the West Bank and Gaza, 
including r epreseta t Ives of trade unions, women’s 
unions, student groups, which are mostly secret. 

Ihe Palestine National Front is considered the 
branch of the PLO in the occupied territories. 

The Israelis have a plan to isolate the PLO and 
delegate a parallel leadership against it (in occu- 
pied territories) in order to make the Israeli oc- 
cupation a legal one, and be accepted formally by 
some represeta t ives of the Palestinians. But they 
never found and never will find one political lead- 
er there that will accept’ this plan. 

Shafik al Hout : It’s true we are a small nation, we 
have been dispersed here ahd there and forced into 
exile. In some of the Arab countries, the reaction- 


One year ago, I thought to myself that things 
looked bad, that Vorster might put across his notion 
of detente, that the West might tame the national 
liberation movements in Angola and Mozambique, and 
that an historic moment might pass. 


But the powers that be were too greedy and 
too frightened, too greedy because too frightened. 
They have aroused Africa x as the world will soon see 


'Tary regimes were fighting against the Palestinian pe 
pie. And although we are fighting both imperialism 
and Zionismr-one of the most reactionary ragistr ideo 
ogies^-small as we are, deriving lessons from the 
Vietnamese, we going to prove again within this his- 
1 torical era, that the weaker is able to conquer the 
stronger . 
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70 PRIORI: Three Palestinian Liberation 

Organization l&aaers in the US for the 
current V. debate, and a member of the 
PL. 0 . 's permanent V.N. delegation speak 
in hew York City January 20th, 1976. 

Right t>* l'-t t ’haf'tk at Rout, the BL.O. 
rc. i ' ivn in Lebanon ; Basil Aql, member of 

PL t: de 1 eg alien in the U.IL ; Yasser Abed Rabbo. 
head ?L. >\ Der -- r*r ent c? Information and 
ranker of *he TL t 0 . Executive Committee ; Hasson 
Eahmen, k-:.u:y hrmanent Observer of L L. 0. to 


LEFT: Photographs of Rubin hurricane r 

Carter 3 who is presently in the Correction 
Institution for Women in Clinton 3 Few 
Jersey . January 3 1976 . 

S 1 1 interview on page one . 

CR ID IT: LNS Women r s Graphics 
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/ , \ v : _) h i : Fo do ra l d i s tr i c t Cour t 

rulo<d. recently tha /, the Alabama prisons 
.!-e OS'. .'-crowded, among other horrendous 

e :.y u y - a > - : : i e o n t he co ur t ru l i ngs in the 
>isxt so eke t . 
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THESE FOUR PHOTOS ARE BY A NEW YORK CITY FREE-LANCE PHOTOGRAPHER, RICHARD MASSIE. 


TOP RIGHT: Schoolboys, Abidjan, Ivory Coast, TOP LEFT: Apartment building. South Bronx, NYC. 
CREDIT: Richard Massie/LNS ld73 ' CREDIT: Richard Massie/LNS 


BOTTOM RIGHT: Harlem street fair. 
CREDIT: Richard Massie/LNS 


BOTTOM LEFT: Dancers, Dakar, Senegal f 1973 . 
CREDIT: Richard Massie/LNS 
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the end. 



